
 

WILL MAKING FACTSHEET –SEPARATING COUPLES 

Divorcing or separating from your partner is one of the most difficult times that you will encounter in 

your life but whilst you may have plenty of other issues to contend with and whilst no-one 

particularly wishes to think about it, you should consider what would happen were you to die. 

It will take less time and effort than you would think to ensure that you have matters in order but 

leaving issues unresolved or taking no account of your changing circumstances can be a recipe for 

disaster down the line. 

You are married and have just separated from your spouse… 

Despite having made up your mind to separate from your spouse, until such time as Divorce 

proceedings are concluded, you remain legally married. 

If you have a Will already the chances are that it makes provision for your spouse, perhaps it leaves 

your entire estate to them. This, understandably, might well not be what you now wish to happen. 

You must, therefore, review the terms of your Will and execute a fresh and up to date Will. This will 

allow you then to leave your estate as you now wish to, perhaps to children or others. 

If you have no Will (or revoke any existing Will without making a fresh one) then you must now 

urgently consider making one. If you were to die without a Will then your estate would be dealt with 

under the “Intestacy Rules” and if this were to happen before you are divorced then your husband or 

wife, as your surviving spouse, would inherit a significant amount, if not all, of your estate.  

You should be aware that any unmarried partner, their children or any step children would not 

inherit from you without being named in any Will. 

Why else should I make or review my Will? 

There are a number of other reasons why making a Will is important, for example;  

a) the ability to appoint a guardian to care for your children in the event that you and your ex-

spouse were to die,  

b) the ability to choose the executors to deal with your affairs 

c) the ability to leave a gift to charity 

d) Inheritance Tax reduction 

If you would like to make a Will or wish to discuss your circumstances further then please contact Mr 

Norman Snowball at N.Snowball@wwf.co.uk or on 01905 731 731 
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