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 If not done 

Petitioner drafts Divorce Petition and Statement of Arrangements for 

the Children (if applicable) making use of the guidance notes provided 

and decides on whether they are making any claim for costs. 

Petitioner sends to the Court 3 copies of the Petition, 3 copies of the Statement of Arrangements for the 

Children (if applicable), the marriage certificate and either payment of £410 or a completed fee exemption 

Divorce Petition issued by the Court Court staff notice error and 

paperwork returned to the 

Petitioner for amendment. 

Court seals the papers and sends 

copy to the Respondent by post and 

Notice of Issue to the Petitioner 

Respondent returns completed 

Acknowledgement of Service form 

within 8 days to the Court 

Respondent fails to 

respond to the Court 

papers 

Court sends Petitioner a copy of the sealed 

Acknowledgement and application for 

Decree Nisi 

Petitioner completes Decree Nisi 

application form and Statement (making it 

clear whether they want to claim costs) 

and attaches Acknowledgement 

form/Statement of Service before 

returning all papers to the Court. 

Court sends Petitioner and Respondent 

Certificate of Entitlement and sets date for 

Decree Nisi to be pronounced 

If there is a dispute 

as to costs, 

Petitioner and 

Respondent attend 

at Court to resolve 

issue and Decree 

Nisi pronounced. 

If there is no 

issue on costs, 

Decree Nisi 

pronounced in 

absence of both 

parties. 

Court sends Decree Nisi to both parties. 

Petitioner applies for Decree 

Absolute 6 weeks and 1 day after 

Decree Nisi granted. 

Decree Absolute granted and Divorce 

concluded. 

Petitioner applies to the Court 

Bailiff Service of the Divorce 

papers on the Respondent. 

Court processes application and informs 

Petitioner if service been successful 

If unsuccessful, Court informs 

Petitioner and Petitioner 

applies for deemed service or 

to dispense with service 

Court considers applications  

Respondent applies for Decree 

Absolute 4 and a half months after 

Decree Nisi granted and may claim 

costs from the Petitioner. 

Don’t forget to consider your financial 

position and a clean break 


